We present a case of hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) 
Introduction

Small hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) is sometimes detected as a hyperechoic nodule by ultrasonography (1, 2). Most of these HCCs consist of well-differentiated cancerous tissues with fatty change (3, 4). During the dedifferentiation process, the well-differentiated HCC tissue with fatty change is often recognized as the outer rim of moderately differentiated HCC tissue, showing a hypo-in-hyper-echoic US finding, which is called the "nodule-in-nodule" appearance
. Here (Fig. 2) . On dynamic MR images, the inner part of the tumor was gradually and weakly enhanced by contrast media, followed by a slow washout. On the other hand, the outer part of the tumor was slightly enhanced only at the delayed phase (Fig. 3) . He underwent a right hepatic lobectomy with a biopsy diagnosis of moderately differentiated HCC (Fig. 4) . Grossly, the resected tumor, 27×30 mm in size, showed a "nodule-in-nodule" appearance ( Fig. 5) 
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structure. In contrast, the outer tumor consisted of welldifferentiated HCC with a thin-trabecular pattern (Figs. 6-8).
Discussion
It is known that a "nodule-in-nodule" appearance in relatively small HCC reflects a dedifferentiation process from well-differentiated to moderately differentiated HCC, and it is frequently depicted on US imaging. 
The "nodule-in-nodule" appearance is generally found as a hyperechoic tumor containing a hypoechoic nodule, and it reflects the development of moderately differentiated HCC without fatty change within a well-differentiated HCC showing diffuse fatty change. In the present case, however, moderately differentiated HCC was depicted as a hyperechoic
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